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Our Wesleyan Heritage! 
Our understanding of what it means to be a Christian is deeply 
rooted in our Methodist heritage. John Wesley understood the 
Christian life to be an apprenticeship with Jesus rather than a 
Sunday experience or a one-time decision. Being an apprentice 
means imitating how Jesus would have acted in any of the day-to-
day situations or conversations we face — at home, at work, at 
church. There is now no difference between “secular” and “sacred” 
areas of your life; Jesus’ influence goes beyond Sunday mornings. 

Unfortunately, over the years the word ‘church’ has become 
synonymous with bricks and mortar, a Sunday routine, or a social 
gathering. For United Methodists, however, church is an incubator 
for spiritual transformation. Discipleship is an irresistible desire to sit 
with Jesus and absorb His wisdom, imitate his life, and share his 
story. It alone avoids the hypocrisy condemned in Isaiah 29:13. It 
fulfills the vows we make at baptism, confronts sin, practices 
spiritual disciplines, and build community. 

“No vital Christianity is possible unless at least three aspects of it are 
developed. These are the inner life of devotion, the outer life of 
service, and the intellectual life of rationality.” E Trueblood 

Membership then requires (1) Devotion to God in Worship, (2) 
Dedicated study of God’s Word, and (3) Daring expression of Christ 
in service to others. But it is ACCOUNTABILITY in a small group that 
keeps us going when fear rises and feeling fades.  

Wesley also made a very important distinction between an 
‘almost’ Christian and an ‘altogether’ Christian. An almost 
Christian is one in name only. It is faith without action, worship 
without inspiration, giving without gratitude. For United 
Methodists, discipleship has always meant active participation in 
a dynamic faith community. The vows of membership include a 
serious personal commitment to faithfully participate with our 
PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS, SERVICE, and WITNESS.  

Let's now take a look at each of these expectations and see how 
they combine to equip us be a healthy, spirit-filled community.   



Our Membership Vows 

PRAYER 

Prayer begins with intimacy and vulnerability. It elevates us to see 
life from God’s perspective. It unclenches tight, angry fists and 
invites God into our experiences and conversations. Without 
prayer, we settle for safe, easy, simple answers that are usually self-
serving and often disastrous. Prayer makes us vulnerable which is 
the beginning of true faith. 

PRESENCE  
WORSHIP is essential!  If Christ isn’t first in your life, neither is 
the church! Worship is at the heart of all we do!  

Worship is not some mindless habit, a religious guilt trip, a 
Sunday concert, or pep-talk; it is an awakening. It is smelling salts 
for the unconscious, sight for the blind, and courage for the weak. 
Worship cuts through the noise and distractions to see the world 
from God’s perspective and whets our appetite for more! 

GIFTS 
It’s one thing to be grateful. It’s another to give thanks. Gratitude is 
what you feel. Giving thanks is a natural response to God’s grace! 

TIME:  be consistent, be available, make Temple your TOP priority 
TALENT: exercise your spiritual gifts, education, and experiences 
TREASURE:  Invest in the mission! Just as baptism is an outward 
sign of a beginning relationship with Christ, so generosity is an 
outward sign of Jesus continually living within your life. 

SERVICE 
We believe serving is both a privilege and an act of defiance against 
the me-first culture. People know the truth of what you believe 
when they see what you do. When we serve, we grow closer to our 
church family, more rooted and more like Jesus as we use our God-
given gifts to heal, to bless, and to lift the spirits of those we serve. 

WITNESS 

Our story is far too important to leave to chance or to keep to 
ourselves! Learn to share your faith story. 



 
There’s more to l ife than where you are now !  

Christ Centered: that We May Be One 

This is why we exist. It sets us apart from every other social or civic 
organization. Our purpose is higher, our perspective is farther and 
our impact eternal. What we do transcends politics, unites what is 
divided, and brings truth and grace to the darkness. Disciples are 
driven by an irresistible desire to sit at Jesus’ feet, hungry for every 
bit of wisdom, and to apply faith beyond Sunday morning.  Leaders 
live in such a way that those who know them but don’t know God, 
come to know God because they know them! 
 
▪ Devoted to Worship attendance is essential!  If Christ isn’t first, 

neither is the church! 
▪ Determined Disciples! Be a learner of Christ in a small group. 
▪ Be Connectional. Ruthlessly protect our unity, our community, 

and our connection. 
▪ Sleeves Up: Nothing is more energizing than serving God’s 

noble purpose with friends. 
▪ Be Generous. If you’re not full out giving, serving and inviting, 

you don’t believe in the mission yet. 
▪ Be Optimistic! Christianity is radical optimism. We see people, 

and the church, not as they are, but as they can be. 
 

Kingdom Living Easter People living in a Good Friday World 

It takes courage to live your faith and values beyond Sunday 
morning. It’s not just what we say or even do that matters, but 
how we do it. (1 Cor 13). Members demonstrates consistency and 
courage in following Christ. They express contagious optimism, 
courageous faith, and a connectional spirit. If we do what we say 
we’ll do, nothing else matters. If we don’t do what we say we’ll 
do, nothing else matters. Members spend more time living into 
what will be rather than trying to revive what was.  

 
Integrity: Do what you say you’ll do to the best of your ability. 
Make it Better. Take the initiative, be Proactive, a self-starter. 



Respect: We See the best in others and will talk ill of no one. 
Creative: We look for new creative ideas that build community.  
Collaborative: We work, lead, and serve in teams. 
Apprenticeship: Be teachable, learn from others 
Accountability is the glue that ties commitment to the result. 

 
Mission Minded: Decidedly Different. 

Serving is both a privilege and an act of worship. Disciples take 
the initiative, roll up their sleeves, and ask “how can I help.” They 
risk more, give more, and do more without fanfare because they 
know what is at stake, who they serve, and the consequences if 
we do nothing. We are a community that encourages others to 
give their best to God. 

▪ We are contributors not consultants! Everyone can and should 
participates in some area.  

▪ Ministry Action Plan: Without a map every road seems promising, 
with a map the right road is obvious. 

Discipleship Initiative 

Step 1. Explore Faith | Living a Better Story! 
Personal, experiential worship elevates life from a series of random, 
events, into a larger story in which tragedy and pain become seeds 
for wisdom and love.  

“Our greatest fear in life should not be failure but succeeding at 
things in life that don’t really matter.”  Francis Chan  

To follow Jesus means to live less out of habit and more out of intent.  

We have the most powerful cure for a superficial life…  

we call it W O R S H I P . 

 

Step 2. Caring Community | We need each other! 
A deep sense of love and belonging is the irreducible need of all 
people. We are biologically and spiritually wired to be connected. 
When those needs are not met, we don’t function well and 
destructive behavior begin. We become desperate. We fall apart. We 



ache. We overwork. We hurt others. We get sick. Loneliness is an 
unnatural state, isolation a prison, unwanted a lie. The greatest gift 
is to have someone to lean on. 

There is a powerful cure for the loneliness in life… we call it 
U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  T E M P L E ! 

 

Step 3. Catalytic Outreach | We’ve got a job to do! 
Serving others is an act of defiance against the me-first culture. 
Those people who are crazy enough to believe they can actually 
change the world, are the ones who usually do! We know from 
experience that nothing is more energizing than serving God with 
friends! Our prayers are answered not when we are given what we 
want, but when we are challenged to be what we can be. 

We offer a powerful antibiotic for the apathy, me-first culture  

… we call it S e r v a n t  L e a d e r s h i p .  
  



Baptism 

There is no more important or 
misunderstood part of our journey 
than baptism. It is not a hoop to 

jump through, a rule to live up to, a ritual without meaning, or 
a wedge to divide us. Baptism is like the wedding service in a 
lifelong marriage. It is a public declaration of love and fidelity, 
a sacred promise, and a profound mystery to be lived. 
Baptism is an outward and visible sign of an inward spiritual 
grace. Yes, it is glorious, beautiful, and awe inspiring all at the 
same time. It is also a mystery that is deeper than words or 
the symbol of water can convey. 

We could not approach God, grow in faith, or live a Kingdom 
life if God does invite us. God is the initiator of our journey, He 
is the unseen Hand that guides us and the still small Voice 
whispering, “I know the plans I have for you…” Jer 29:11 

In this analogy, God is the Source that draws us in, the Path 
we follow, and the Light that guides us. We are drawn into the 
Kingdom because God has been calling us. Baptism, 
therefore, is accepting that invitation, the end of which we do 
no see. It makes no sense, therefore, to wait until you know 
enough, feel good enough, or are old enough to begin this 
journey. That time will never come! So, God comes to us, 
drawing us and inviting us, and we simply and humbly 
respond. We begin as we are where we are, as adults, as 
infants, and everywhere in between. The point is that we 
begin. Baptism acknowledges dependency. 

Baptism also means going public with your new life 
adventure, leaving the lowlands behind and turning your face 
toward the High Country. Why does it have to be public, 
because it’s a serious life change. A promise made in secret 
doesn’t mean much or last long. We make it public and 
personal. That’s what makes it permanent. 

Baptism is a recognition that life was meant to be lived a 
certain way, and I devote the rest of my life to find it.   



Communion 
As we progress on our journey, the rigors of 

the mountain, the hardships, sacrifices, and 
the unpredictable weather patterns takes a 

serious toll on our energy and commitment. What began with such 
enthusiasm, begins to fade as fatigue and frustration settle in. Fog 
settles over us, doubts fill our minds, and our passion fades. Pretty 
soon we start to wonder why we started in the first place. Why we 
need to go every Sunday, why give, why do anything! We have lost 
sight of Easter.  

Communion is like a ray of sunshine that burns off the boredom, 
confusion, and laziness and reconnects us to the glory of Easter 
morning. It is a call to return home, to leave Egypt and believe in 
the promised Land that lies ahead.  Communion is a sacrament, a 
sacred gift with spiritual effect. This is a mystery too deep to fully 
grasp with words or bread or wine. But make no mistake, this is 
essential spiritual food we will desperately need for the challenges 
ahead. 
In Celtic Christianity, Holy Communion creates what are called "thin 
places," where the boundary between the physical world and the 
Kingdom of God, fade away to nothing. Jesus said, “this is my Body 
given for you. This is my blood shed for you.” Communion is a 
reaffirmation of our life with God, with one another and our mission 
as disciples of Jesus. Despite all our faults and failures, God is 
offering us a new beginning, a reminder we were made for more. 

About ten weeks after his arrest while sitting in prison, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer ended a letter to his parents with these words: “It is 
Monday, and I was just sitting down to a dinner of turnips and 
potatoes when a parcel you sent me arrived.  Such things give me 
greater joy that I can say.  Although I am utterly convinced that 
nothing can break the bonds between us, I seem to need some 
outward token or sign to reassure me.  In this way, material things 
become the vehicles of spiritual realities. I suppose it is rather like our 
need for sacraments.”1 
Communion is a sacred moment that makes us ONE with Christ, 
One with each other, and One in ministry to all the world. The key is 
unity of heart, head, and hands.  

 

 
1  Deitrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison, Touchstone Publishing. 



 

BE CONSISTENT! Jesus is the starting point for 
our story. We Are Easter people living in a Good Friday 
World.  

Baptism | Sacraments | Membership 

 

BE CONNECTED! Following Jesus is not a solo 
act! To grow spiritually, you have to grow relationally. 
Find a group of people that both challenge and 
inspire you. Spend time with them and it will change 
your life. 

Small Group | Sunday School | Serving Teams 

 

BE Curious! Disciples have a fire within them to 
learn and grow, an irresistible hunger to know more, 
to explore the unknown, and to become like Jesus 

Prayer | Stewardship | Bible Study | Spiritual Gifts 

 

 

Be Courageous. Only living things can go 
against the flow. Helping other people can be a cure, 
not just for those in need, but your soul as well. 

Service Ministries | Witness Teams | Leadership 

 



I know that's a lot to digest, but our mission and our 
purpose are far too important to leave to chance, confusion, 
or wishful thinking. What we do echoes through all eternity! 
In a world that’s become increasingly unhinged, people are 
looking for leaders who are, for lack of a better term, hinged. 
That’s why we’re serious about making healthy disciples who 
know and serve Jesus with others.  

Now it may be that you're simply not ready for the level of 
commitment outlined here. I realize we're asking a lot, and 
you may need more time to ‘kick-the-tires’ so to speak, to 
know if this is the right place for you to invest your heart and 
soul. That makes complete sense. When you are ready, we'll 
be right here doing what we do! Till then, our doors are 
always open to you to explore and grow with us. Join us as 
often as you can, get to know us, and participate in whatever 
interests you. Trust takes time, and it is far too important to 
rush. We’re in no hurry!  

If, on the other hand, you are ready, you’ve felt the nudge 
to start moving, roll up your sleeves and get messy, then all I 
can say is AWESOME! We’ve been waiting for this moment! 
Let’s get started!  

“Forget about what’s happened in the past; don’t keep going 
over old history. Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something 
brand-new. It’s bursting out! Don’t you see it? There it is! I’m 
making a road through the desert, rivers in the desert.” Isa 43:19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Mission 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Goal is to not only have faith in Jesus, but 

to have faith like Jesus, so that we will do what 

Jesus did for the reasons Jesus did them! 

 
 

 

The kind of church… 

People want to Share with Friends. 

 

That Brings Out the Best in Everyone. 

 

A Catalyst for Life Change. 

 

O U R  

T O  B E  A  D I S C I P L E  

M A K I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  
 

Vision 


