
U N C O M M O N  F A I T H



Our goal is to not just to believe in 
Jesus, but believe like Jesus so that 

we will do what Jesus did for the 
reasons Jesus did them!





Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around 
him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the 
lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water’s 
edge. He taught them many things by parables, and in his 
teaching said:



“Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the 
seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 
Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.



But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 
withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear 
grain. Still other seed fell on good soil. 



It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying 
thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times.” Then Jesus 
said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him 
asked him about the parables. 



He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been 
given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in 
parables so that, “‘they may be ever seeing but never 
perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; 
otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’”



Then Jesus said to them, 

“Don’t you understand this parable? 
How then will you understand any parable?”

Mark 4:1-13





“A Congregation is Christian to the degree that it is CONFRONTED
by and attempts to form its life in RESPONSE to the word of God”

– William Willimon



“The Bible seeks to catch our lives up in a grand adventure, a 
great saga of God’s dealing with humanity – a saga begun in 

God’s journey with Israel, continued in the surprising call of God 
even unto Gentiles. The church is the product of that story.” 

– Willimon



“It is an ironic habit of human beings to run faster 
when we have lost our way.” Rollo Mays



“It ain't those parts of the Bible that I don’t understand 
that bother me, it is the parts that I DO understand.” 

Mark Twain



"People will eat lies when their hearts are hungry..."



“Who knows what is good for a person in life, during the few 
and meaningless days they pass through like a shadow?” Eccl 6:12



Fruit of the Spirit: When Scripture gets into you, it grows, 
changes, deepens you from the inside out. 



Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The 
old has gone, the new is here!” 2 Cor 5:17



Happy is he who dares courageously 
to defend what he loves. 



“The Bible seeks to catch our lives up in a grand adventure, a 

great saga of God’s dealing with humanity – a saga begun in 

God’s journey with Israel, continued in the surprising call of God 

even unto Gentiles. Temple is the product of that story.” 


