
t h e r e ’ s  m o r e  t o  l i f e  t h a n  w h e r e  y o u  a r e  n o w !  

The Last Remnant 
C h a n g e d  b y  S c r i p t u r e  

The AUTHORITY of Scripture 

“A Congregation is Christian to the degree that it is 
CONFRONTED by and attempts to form its life in RESPONSE 

to the word of God” – William Willimon 

“It is an ironic habit of human beings to run faster 
when we have lost our way.” Rollo Mays 

 

The CHALLENGE of Scripture  
“It ain't those parts of the Bible that I don’t understand that 
bother me, it is the parts that I DO understand.” Mark Twain 

"People will eat lies when their hearts are hungry..." 

“Who knows what is good for a person in life, during the few 
and meaningless days they pass through like a shadow?” Eccl 
6:12 

A New CREATION IN CHRIST 
Fruit of the Spirit: When scripture gets into you, it grows, 
changes, deepens you from the inside out.  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here!” 2 Cor 5:17 

Happy is he who dares courageously to defend what he loves.  
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Our goal is to not just to believe in Jesus, but believe 

like Jesus so that we will do what Jesus did for the 
reasons Jesus did them! 

Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered 
around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it 
out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at 
the water’s edge.  He taught them many things by parables, 
and in his teaching said: “Listen! A farmer went out to sow his 
seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, 
and the birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, 
where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because 
the soil was shallow.  But when the sun came up, the plants 
were scorched, and they withered because they had no 
root.  Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 
choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain.  Still other 
seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, 
some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times.” 

Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 

When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him 
asked him about the parables. He told them, “The secret of 
the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on 
the outside everything is said in parables so that, 

“‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever 
hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn 
and be forgiven!’” Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you 
understand this parable? How then will you understand any 
parable? Mark 4:1-13 
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When we’re down to nothing, God is always up to something! 

The Scriptures are full of examples that prove this. I’m sure 
you will recognize most of their stories: 

▪ Joseph – Sold by his brothers into slavery, he ended 
up in an Egyptian prison, falsely accused of rape. But 
God was preparing him to be the second in 
command of Egypt, saving the Egyptian people as 
well as his family from the ravages of famine in the 
land. 

▪ Job – who suffered the total loss of his family, his 
wealth and his health. God was working in his life to 
strengthen his faith and to make in a wise, respected 
man before his peers and ultimately God restored 
everything to Job and more. 

▪ Gideon – the least in his family and from the poorest 
tribe in Israel became the leader of God’s army. They 
faced their enemy with only 300 men armed with 
torches, pitchers and horns. Yet, God caused the 
enemy to become confused and vulnerable so that 
they killed themselves. 

▪ David – This man often experienced this feeling of 
being at the end of his own resources. Though he 
was anointed by Samuel to be the new King of Israel, 
David was hunted by King Saul until the king 
died.  After David became king, he was almost 
deposed from his throne by his own son and spent 
time in exile among his enemies. Later, he sinned 
against God. Yet he constantly experienced God’s 
power, love and provision through his struggles. 

▪ Hezekiah – Judah found itself surrounded by the 
armies of Sennacherib with no hope of victory. Yet 
when Hezekiah prayed, God delivered them in a 
mighty way 

▪ The penniless widow in 2 Kings 4 was in danger of 
losing her sons to slavery because of her dead 

husband’s debt. But God kept the oil flowing in her 
small container of oil until she had filled ever 
container she could find. She was able to sell the oil 
and pay off her debts, with enough to live on for 
many years. 

▪ Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to bow 
down to King Nebuchadnezzar and were 
sentenced to die in the fiery furnace of Babylon. But 
God walked with them when they were thrown in 
and when they came out, they didn’t even smell like 
smoke! 

▪ Peter – He felt like a miserable failure after denying 
Christ 3 times before his master’s death. Yet God was 
working in his life honing him for a leadership role in 
the early church – on the Day of Pentecost, Peter 
preached and 5,000 people were saved. 

▪ Paul and Silas were locked in the inner prison. When 
things looked hopeless for them they sang at 
midnight and God delivered them, breaking the 
chains that bound them. Instead of running away, 
these two men of God preached to their jailor and 
he was saved along with his household. 

▪ John was exiled on the Island of Patmos. Alone and 
down to nothing, he received a revelation from God 
which has encouraged Christians to this day. 

 
 
Surveyor’s Bias 

Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my 
anxious thoughts. Psalm 139:23 

 
The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who 
can understand it?  “I the LORD search the heart and examine 
the mind, to reward each person according to their conduct, 
according to what their deeds deserve.” Jer 17:9-10 
 

 



People use a lot of words, 
so watch what they do. 

God has a history of using the INSIGNIFICANT 
to accomplish the IMPOSSIBLE. 

 
“So too, at the present time, 

there is a remnant chosen by grace.” Rm 11:5 

 
Show us a sign.  
 

(1) Would it get your attention? 
(2) Would it hold your attention? 
(3) Would it express fear or love? 

 
Some scholars have referred to our time as "the Age 
of Escapism." The reference may be indeed 
appropriate. 
 
I’m a difficult person 

Challenge of Scapegoating 
Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and 
follow me. Luke 9:23 

"It is in the darkest times that we have the 
chance to find our deepest beauty," Novogratz 

 
Painful Truth of Sacrifice.
It’s easy to shout “God is good” when the sun is shining, but to 
follow in the dark requires love  

 
 

 

  



 

Not Why, but what now. 

Faith permeates and transform the most ordinary, 
routine circumstances into spiritual encounters 

We are Easter people living in a Good Friday world.” 
Barbara Johnson 
 
When Jesus died, hope died along with him. No 
one was planning to keep this new movement 
going, because, after all, it seemed Jesus wasn’t 
who he had claimed to be. Immediately following 
the crucifixion, there were no Christians, because 
there was no Christ. But then something 
happened. 
 

All death can now do to Christians, is to make their 
lives infinitely better. 

 

"If we really think that home is elsewhere, and that 
this life is a 'wandering to find home,' why should I 
not look forward to the arrival?" — C. S. Lewis 

Faith is not opposed to reason, but it is sometimes 
opposed to feelings and appearances.” T. Keller 
 

 
 


